
COALITION FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE (CJJ)  
ANNUAL CONFERENCE & BOARD OF DIRECTORSõ MEETING



Welcome!
n behalf of the National Steering Committee of the Coalition for Juvenile Justice (CJJ), 
our members and members-at-large, I am delighted that you have joined us here 
in Washington, DC, for òJJDPA TodayóñCJJõs Summit on Reauthorization of the  

federal Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (the JJDPA). 

Throughout our agenda, special attention has been given to opportunities for dialogue and learn-
ing. You will þnd more than a dozen sessions, conveying an exciting array of approaches, strategies 
and/or ideas that support the effectiveness of the JJDPA and its implementation in states and local 
jurisdictions. We will also tackle complex issues regarding the JJDPAõs current status and explore 
ways to further its goals and improve its outcomes.

CJJ wishes to thank its partners for the expertise and þnancial support given to this event. The 
summit is underwritten in part by a grant from the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Founda-
tion. CJJ is immensely grateful to the Foundation for its ground-breaking leadership in juvenile 
justice nationwide, as well as its ongoing support of CJJ. Heartfelt thanks also go to the CJJ Gov-
ernment Relations Committee for insights and helping hands. Committee members include: Linda 
Hayes, Committee Chair (NC), Ken Schatz, Committee Vice Chair (VT), Gary Anderson (UT), Jeff 
Butts (IL), Larry Carter (NV), Pete Colbenson (GA), Francis DõAmbra (NC), Mark Ferrante (NJ), 
Barbara Franks (WI), Reg Garff (UT), Theresa Lay-Sleeper (VT), Mike Mayer (MN), Susan Morris 
(OK), Linda OõNeal (TN), Kathleen Rasmussen (AL), David Schmidt (NM), Bob Sheil (VT), Blake 
Taylor (SC), as well as CJJ Staff: Nancy Gannon Hornberger, Tara Andrews, Kitty McCarthy and 
Idit Knaan. Furthermore, CJJ is indebted to the members of the Act-4-Juvenile Justice Campaign 
(see www.act4JJ.org), an initiative of more than 150 organizations working collectively with CJJ to 
ensure a strong and progressive reauthorization of the JJDPA. 

Most of all, I am grateful for your presence here with CJJ. CJJ is moving forward with signiþcant 
and growing support from members and allies throughout the United States.

It is my sincere hope that you will þnd inspiring and useful information, practical next steps to 
pursue, and new connections to colleagues and friends, as a result of your attendance  
and participation. 

Robin Jenkins, 2007 CJJ National Chair
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Linda Hayes, Chair, North Carolina
 Jefferson Room

Sue Kamp, Chair, Vermont
 Franklin Room

Seth Church, Chair, Alaska 
 Adams Room

Fernando Serrano, Chair, Nevada Franklin Room
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Jefferson Room

This meeting provides a forum for all state Juvenile Justice Specialists and their state colleagues to 
network, share information and craft a common agenda. All are welcome. 

Topics include:
Å Update of current and upcoming activities from the OJJDP State Relations and Assistance Division.
Å Review and discussion of recommendations from Specialists and others related to JJDPA reautho-

rization, gathered by CJJ and its national partners over the course of the past year. 
Å Ideas for voting representation on the CJJ Board and other CJJ activities (including list serve and 

bulletin board, etc.) for and with specialists, for discussion.

Presenters: Greg Thompson, Associate Administrator, OJJDP, Washington, DC, and Robin Jenkins, 
CJJ National Chair, North Carolina; Nancy Gannon Hornberger, CJJ, Washington, DC
Facilitator: Mark Ferrante, National Juvenile Justice Specialist Representative, New Jersey



..............................................................................................................

Monroe Room

This leadership training session is for all new State Advisory Group (SAG) members, as well as any-
one else interested in learning more about the work of the SAGs. Opportunities for SAG leadership 
and best practices related to SAG responsibilities under the JJDPA will be highlighted.

Presenters: Sue Kamp, Vermont; Vicki Blankenship, Alaska; Scott Pestridge, Program Manager, 
OJJDP, Washington, DC
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Jefferson Room

This session is designed for state and local DMC Coordinators, DMC Committee members and  
Juvenile Justice Specialists. Included will be:
Å Presentation of the DMC reduction work done with the Models for Change Initiative and an  

advance overview of the four-site DMC Action Network that will be conducted through the  
Center for Childrenõs Law and Policy. 

Å Discussion of the active recommendations for elevating and strengthening the DMC core protec-
tion as proposed by the Act-4-Juvenile Justice Working Group.

Å Highlights regarding prospective work of the CJJ Ethnic and Cultural Diversity Committee. 

Presenters: Lisa Garry and Mark Soler, Center for Childrenõs Law and Policy, Washington, DC; 
Fernando Serrano, Chair, CJJ Ethnic and Cultural Diversity Committee, Nevada; Nancy Gannon 
Hornberger, CJJ, Washington, DC
Faciliator: Ron King, DMC Coordinator and Compliance Monitor, Tennessee

..............................................................................................................

Jefferson Room

Representatives of the CJJ Government Relations Committee and CJJ staff will present core con-
cepts, fact sheets and information to all who are interested in educating themselves to prepare for 
visits with members of Congress, regarding the basics of JJDPA reauthorizationñwhatõs in the  
JJDPA; how to talk about the work of the SAGs; what is most important to convey about resources 
and incentives; why a federal-state/local partnership for juvenile justice enhances community life; 
as well as key concepts and principles.

Presenters: CJJ Government Relations Committee Members: Linda OõNeal, Tennessee; Blake Taylor, 
South Carolina; Judge Michael Mayer, Minnesota; and Linda Hayes, Government Relations Chair, 
North Carolina, with Tara Andrews, CJJ, Washington, DC
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Jefferson Room/Monroe Room

This meeting is the business meeting of the Board of Directors of the Coalition for Juvenile Justice. 
All are welcome to attend. Topics to be addressed at this meeting include proposed changes in 
CJJõs governance based on the work of the CJJ Board in March 2007, designed to increase the orga-
nizationõs reach and impact. In addition, the Board will brainstorm and make recommendations in 
response to input from a recent CJJ òMember Involvement and Member Services Surveyó to which 
approximately 250 CJJ members have responded.

Presiding: Robin Jenkins, CJJ 2007 National Chair, North Carolina, and members of the CJJ National 
Steering Committee and Leadership Committee Chairs
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Judge Michael Mayer, Midwest Region Chair  Adams Room

Rev. James Kirk, Northeast Region Chair Franklin Room

LaLita Ashley, Southern Region Chair State Suite

Rodney Cook, Western Region Chair Washington Room
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Jefferson Room/Monroe Room
The presentation will be done in two parts: A brief overview of information from surveys and dis-
cussions convened by CJJ and its national partners will be presented to frame the Summitõs conver-
sation about the history, progress and need for change in the JJDPA to improve juvenile justice and 
delinquency prevention through a concerted federal partnership with the states. 

Presenters: Mark Ferrante, National Juvenile Justice Specialist Representative, New Jersey and 
Nancy Gannon Hornberger, CJJ Executive Director, Washington, DC 
Keynote Speaker: Robert E. Shepherd, Jr., Emeritus Professor of Law, University of Richmond Law 
School, Virginia, and a long-time State Advisory Group leader, will describe the underpinnings of the 
JJDPA, historically, and as cast in 1974 and how they are effectuated today. In addition, he will reÿect 
on suggestions for incorporating new understandings and emerging concerns, as well as staying the 
course to address seemingly intractable issues. Ample time will be given for questions and answers. 
Moderator: Robin Jenkins, CJJ National Chair, North Carolina 

..............................................................................................................

State Suite
The Vera Institute, through a research and technical assistance project, has worked for several 
years with New York State jurisdictions to improve services for status offenders (in support of 
compliance with the DSO core protection). The reforms are helping non-delinquent youth to 
make positive gainsñwith decreased reliance on the courts and out-of-home placementsñand 
yielding signiþcant cost-savings. This panel will focus on Onandaga County (Syracuse), New 
York and New York City.
Presenters: Annie Salsich, Senior Program Ofþcer, Vera Center on Youth Justice, New York; Mi-
chael Lens, Research Associate, Vera Center on Youth Justice, New York; Mary C. Winter, Com-
missioner, Onondaga Cty. Probation Department, New York
Moderator: Rodney Cook, CJJ Western Region Chair, Oregon

Adams Room
The evolution and importance of juvenile defense in the 40 years since the United States Supreme 
Court extended the right to counsel to children under In re Gault will be addressed. The presen-
tation will include an overview of the origins of the juvenile justice system, discussion of the 
present state of juvenile defense including systemic barriers to zealous defense advocacy, and a 
review of national reform efforts with suggested strategies for State Advisory Groups and others 
to promote excellence in juvenile defense at the local level.
Presenters: Robin Walker, Special Counsel, National Juvenile Defender Center; Rashida A. Ed-
mondson, Staff Attorney, National Juvenile Defender Center
Moderator: Rev. James Kirk, CJJ Northeast Region Chair, Maryland



 Washington Room
Research on adolescent brain development demonstrates that young peopleõs brains are not fully 
developed until into their early to mid-20s in a manner that allows for adult-level reasoning and 
weighing of consequences. This presentation will cover the science and explore how the medi-
cal-developmental perspective has advanced thinking about juvenile justice policyñboth state 
and federalñand how it can be used to inform decisions about policies regarding the treatment 
of youth in their late teens and early 20s.
Presenters: Alan Ravitz, MD, MS, Assoc. Professor, Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, New York 
University, New York; Michelle Ayesh, LCSW, Health and Justice for Youth Coordinator, Physi-
cians for Human Rights, Massachusetts
Moderator: LaLita Ashley, CJJ Southern Region Chair, South Carolina

..............................................................................................................

Join your fellow conference attendees to break bread together and to get to know one another bet-
ter. Dinner will highlight òlow countryó cuisine of the Carolinas at òIndigo Landing Restaurantó on 
the banks of the Potomac River. Bus transportation (beginning at 5:30 pm) will be provided to and 
from the restaurant. Please note: A separate RSVP and fee are required (see registration materials). 
All are welcome!
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State Suite
Truancy is a status offending behavior that often leads to further court involvement and delin-
quency. It is also an area where jurisdictions too frequently use detention to try to resolve the 
problem. This session will provide an overview of the complexities of truancy and outline an 
effective community-based approach to its resolution. Highlighted will be an OJJDP-supported 
òNational Truancy Demonstration Projectó which engages families and community partners in a 
continuum of support.
Presenters: Krystina A. Finlay, Ph.D., Senior Research and Policy Analyst, National Center for 
School Engagement, Colorado; Judith A. Martinez, Director, National Center for School Engage-
ment, Colorado
Moderator: Judge Michael Mayer, CJJ Midwest Region Chair, Minnesota



Adams Room
State Advisory Groups (SAGs) and Specialists in Iowa and Virginia are working with the Justice 
Research and Statistics Association (JRSA) under a grant contract from OJJDP to evaluate strate-
gies to reduce DMC (disproportionate minority contact). The work in these states will be present-
ed, highlighting challenges and beneþts of partnerships with outside resources such as statistical 
analysis centers, universities, and DMC experts from national, non-governmental organizations. 
Participants will learn how to determine if a site is ready for DMC evaluation and how to prepare 
a site for evaluation. 

Presenters: Ashley Nellis, Project Manager, Justice Research and Statistics Association, Wash-
ington, DC; Mary Poulin, Ph.D., Senior Research Associate, Justice Research and Statistics  
Association, Washington, DC; Dave Kuker, Juvenile Justice Specialist, Iowa; Shauna Epps, Vir-
ginia Department of Juvenile Justice, Virginia
Moderator: Fernando Serrano, CJJ Ethnic and Cultural Diversity Chair, Nevada

Washington Room
The Performance-based Standards (PbS) Program developed by the Council of Juvenile Cor-
rectional Administrators with support from OJJDP ensures that youth in juvenile justice facili-
ties are placed in programs that are safe, that hold youth accountable and provide effective 
rehabilitative services. PbS asks facilities to report data twice a year on 106 outcomes. This 
presentation will focus on ways for states to set and meet the highest standards for conditions 
of conþnement.

Presenters: Kim Godfrey, Council of Juvenile Correctional Administrators, Massachusetts; Akin 
Fadeyi, Performance Based Standards Specialist, Council of Juvenile Correctional Administra-
tors, Massachusetts; Roberto òTitoó Rodriguez, Performance Based Standards Specialist, Council 
of Juvenile Correctional Administrators, Massachusetts
Moderator: Rodney Cook, CJJ Western Region Chair, Oregon

..............................................................................................................

Jefferson Room/Monroe Room

Leaders from the MacArthur Adolescent Development and Juvenile Justice Research Network will 
present their þndings regarding juvenile competence, culpability, desistance, girlsõ needs, mental 
health, DMC and proactive approaches to prevention of youth involvement in gangs. They will tie 
their research themes to reauthorization of the JJDPA and an effective federal role in juvenile justice. 
The panel is co-hosted by the National Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Coalitionña 
collaboration of more than 80 national organizations. 

Presenters: Laurence Steinberg, Ph.D., Temple University; Director, MacArthur Adolescent Develop-
ment-Juvenile Justice Research Network; Elizabeth E. Cauffman, Ph.D., University of California,  
Irvine; former member of the Girls Study Group; Alex Picquero, Ph.D., Center for Studies in Criminol-
ogy and the Law, University of Florida; Judge Michael A. Corriero, Manhattan Youth Part and New 
York City Supreme Court
Moderator: Judge Paul Lawrence, CJJ Immediate Past Chair, New Hampshire
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State Suite
Nationwide, there is a disproportionately high number of children with disabilities in the juvenile 
justice system. This presentation will provide information about a joint initiative of the National 
Association of State Directors of Special Education and the National Disability Rights Network 
to help educators safely and successfully address social, emotional and behavioral issues that 
emerge in school settings without having to resort to law enforcement and juvenile justice refer-
rals. A guidebook and compendium of best practices will be shared.

Presenters: Nancy Reder, Deputy Executive Director, National Association of State Directors 
of Special Education, Virginia; Judie Storandt, Sr. Staff Attorney, National Disability Rights  
Network, Washington, DC
Moderator: Cindy Durham, CJJ Treasurer/Secretary, Tennessee

Adams Room
Many statesñincluding those highlighted here, Missouri and Oregonñhave had long histo-
ries of complying with the core protections of the JJDPA and have provided for appropriate 
treatment of children and youth in secure custody. Yet, these states, and others, are now at 
risk for non-compliance with the core protection regarding Separation. This presentation will 
document and describe each stateõs efforts to remain compliant and will stimulate discussion 
regarding this issue in other states and with respect to deþnitions, such as that of òadult in-
mate,ó in the JJDPA.

Presenters: Elissa Rumsey, Compliance Monitoring Coordinator, OJJDP, Washington, DC; Lana 
Holman, Juvenile Justice Specialist, Oregon; Sandra Rempe, Juvenile Justice Specialist, Missouri
Moderator: David Schmidt, CJJ Vice Chair, New Mexico

Washington Room
Reclaiming Futures, a project of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, has successfully built a 
research-based, six-step model that brings together courts, probation ofþcers, drug abuse coun-
selors, families and community partners to assist and treat youth dealing with substance abuse, 
mental health concerns and delinquency. The workshop will share how community collabora-
tion extends the ability of the justice system to successfully reenter youth and ensure treatment 
completion for substance-abusing youth. òHow tosó for State Advisory Group leadership will 
also be included. 

Presenters: Laura Nissen, Ph.D., National Program Director, Reclaiming Futures, Oregon; Tom 
Begich, Program Director, Reclaiming Futures, Alaska; Jeffrey A. Butts, Ph.D., Chapin Hall Center 
for Children, University of Chicago, Illinois
Moderator: Ken Schatz, CJJ Government Relations Vice Chair, Vermont



..............................................................................................................

Jefferson Room/Monroe Room

Each year, the Coalition for Juvenile Justice is pleased to recognize and celebrate the þne accom-
plishments of worthy awardees who are making signiþcant contributions to society by contributing 
to the well being of children, youth, families and communities. 
Moderators: Sue Kamp, CJJ Membership and Governance Chair, Vermont and Robin Jenkins, CJJ 
National Chair, North Carolina

presented by Walter Lau, Hawaii and the Hawaii State Advisory Group.

presented by Fernando Serrano, Nevada and the Nevada State Advisory Group.

presented by LaLita Ashley, South Carolina and the South Carolina State Advisory Group.

..............................................................................................................

Conference attendees will convene in small, discussion groups to explore ideas and next steps for reau-
thorization of the JJDPA with facilitators from national partner organizations and the CJJ Government 
Relations Committee. Ideas and information generated from the working groups will be recorded and 
compiled into a brief post-conference publication and brieÿy reported out at the closing session.

Look for the color dot on the back of your name tag to þnd your corresponding group:
 (Washington Room A) Angela Arboleda, National Council of La Raza 

 (Washington Room B) Kim Godfrey, Council of Juvenile Correctional Administrators 
 (State Suite A) Bob Reeg, National Network for Youth

 (State Suite B) Mark Ferrante, National Juvenile Justice Specialist Representative, 
New Jersey 

 (Adams Room)  Tara Andrews, Coalition for Juvenile Justice 
 (Franklin Room) David Schmidt, CJJ Vice Chair, SAG Chair, New Mexico

..............................................................................................................

Jefferson Room/Monroe Room
A brief overview of the work of the òAct-4-Juvenile Justice Initiativeó will be presented, including 
recommendations and reÿections from the small groups held at the conference reported out by the 
group facilitators. 

Presenter: Liz Ryan, Campaign for Youth Justice, Washington, DC
Keynote Speaker: Reverend Owen C. Cardwell, Jr., Founder and Pastor of the New Canaan Inter-



national Church, Richmond (VA), will reÿect on our mission ahead to strengthen the federal part-
nership in support of state needs, to enhance statesõ responses to local needs, and to revitalize local 
actions to support children and youth at risk or in contact with the juvenile court system. Reverend 
Cardwell will present the work of his congregation related to its involvement with òOne Church-
Ten Families,ó aimed at renewing, strengthening and supporting families of youth involved in the 
court system. He will also describe his work to advocate for change based on what we know about 
youth and families by focusing on age-based services, supports and expectations, and working to 
change, over time, overly-broad sanctions that sweep youth of color into the courts and young  
offenders into the adult criminal system. 
Moderator: Linda Hayes, CJJ Government Relations Chair, North Carolina

..............................................................................................................
 

Diplomat Room

Come enjoy a delightful bit of southern hospitality with CJJ 2007 National Chair, Robin Jenkins and 
his North Carolina State Advisory Group. Food and beverages will be served up with a hope to see 
òall yõalló real soon! 

..............................................................................................................

Washington Room

Representatives of the CJJ Government Relations Committee and staff will present core concepts, 
fact sheets and information to all who are interested in educating themselves and preparing for vis-
its with members of Congress, regarding the basics of JJDPA reauthorizationñwhatõs in the JJDPA; 
how to talk about the work of the SAGs; what is most important to convey about resources and 
incentives; why a federal-state/local partnership for juvenile justice enhances community life; key 
concepts and principles.

Presenters: CJJ Government Relations Committee Members: Blake Taylor, South Carolina; Judge 
Michael Mayer, Minnesota; Ken Schatz, Vermont and Linda Hayes, Government Relations Chair,  
North Carolina, with Tara Andrews, CJJ, Washington, DC

..............................................................................................................

Throughout the day, CJJ members and conference attendees are encouraged to meet with their con-
gressional delegations to share information about juvenile justice needs and progress made in their 
states. There will be a preparatory and check-back table staffed by CJJ throughout the day to assist 
attendees that go to the Hill.




