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US Senate


[Date]
The Honorable Robert C. Byrd


The Honorable Barbara Mikulski
Chair






Chair

Senate Appropriations Committee


Senate Appropriations Subcommittee

Hart Senate Office Building



Commerce, Justice, Science

Room 311





Hart Senate Office Building, Room 503
Washington, D.C. 20510



Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Senators Byrd and Mikulski:

As the Senate considers its FY 2008 Science, State, Justice and Commerce appropriations bill, we believe that it is imperative that the Senate take two actions: 

1) Reject the proposal in the President’s Budget that would end dedicated funding for juvenile justice by creating a new discretionary, competitive grant program. A new funding structure is not needed and jeopardizes necessary funding that now supports state juvenile justice, delinquency prevention and youth accountability programs. 

2) Instead, restore and strengthen funding for four critical funding streams dedicated to prevention and intervention with at-risk and adjudicated youth and their families: 

· Title II, the State Formula Grants 
· Title V Local Delinquency Prevention Grants
· Delinquency Prevention Block Grants

· Juvenile Accountability Block Grants
Furthermore, because excessive use of earmarks has curtailed the usefulness of many of these programs—and prevented states from using the funds to advance their primary purposes—we ask that earmarking of juvenile justice funds be stopped.
State Formula Grants (Title II) provide essential support for [our SAG] to [give examples....develop and strengthen juvenile justice systems to prevent delinquency, reduce youth crime, support compliance with the core protections of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act –JJDPA, etc.] We ask that funding for Formula Grants be restored in FY 2008 to $88.8 million.
Title V Local Delinquency Prevention Block Grants support youth development, prevention and intervention. A growing volume of research clearly establishes that early investments in youth development and prevention can dramatically reduce youth crime and violence.  Here in [add what your state is doing with Title V, e.g., Title V is an effective model of community collaboration-- including locally elected officials, law enforcement, public recreation, private nonprofit organizations, youth workers, etc. – who come together to develop a plan for juvenile delinquency prevention].  We ask that Congress restore Title V Incentive Grants for Local Delinquency Prevention Programs to its historical level of $95 million with no earmarks in FY 2008.

DPBG: Delinquency Prevention Block Grants were included in the 2002 re-authorized Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA) to consolidate five program authorities on mentoring, state challenge activities, gang-free schools and communities, and other related activities. While the DPBG was authorized beginning in FY 2003 at $126.4 million, no funds have ever been appropriated, leaving communities without these vital resources. We ask that Congress fund the DPBG at $126.4 million in FY 2008.

In 2002 and again in 2005, the JABG, the Juvenile Accountability Block Grant Program, was reauthorized and expanded. The JABG reauthorization articulated the critical importance of funding evidence-based strategies for delinquency prevention and intervention.  [Here in our state.... JABG provides needed resources for ... and we have seen XXX results...]  JABG funds used to support proven strategies prevent and intervene in delinquent activity, rehabilitate adjudicated youth and reduce juvenile recidivism rates.  We ask that Congress fund the JABG at $250 million in FY 2008.

We thank you for your support of critical investments to assist children and youth in [name your state] to grow up and lead healthy, productive and meaningful lives.  
Please feel free to contact XXXX should you have any questions.
Respectfully submitted:

[if possible sign with all SAG members on the list!]
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