
Fairmont Washington, Washington, DC  December 15th and 16th, 2014  - 1 - 

 

 
SPEAKER  
BIOGRAPHIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE HONORABLE RICKI BARLOW 
Councilmember Ricki Barlow represents Ward 5 on the Las Vegas City Council. His career in public service began 
when he joined the office of then-U.S. Senator Richard Bryan as a Legislative Aide in Washington, DC. 
Councilmember Barlow currently serves Las Vegas by sitting on numerous boards and commissions including the 
California-Nevada Super Speed Ground Transportation Commission, the city of Las Vegas Recommending 
Committee, the National League of Cities’ Community Economic Development Board, the city of Las Vegas 
Management Committee for Emergency Operations, KIDS Vote, the Southern Nevada Gang Task Force, and the 
Post Office Executive Committee. 
 
KEVIN BETHEL 
Deputy Commissioner Kevin Bethel is in charge of Patrol Operations and oversees both the patrol and detective 
units for the entire City of Philadelphia. Prior to his appointment to the position of Deputy Commissioner, he 
served as the Commanding Officer (Captain) of the 17th Police District. In addition to his Philadelphia Police 
Department training, Deputy Commissioner Bethel has benefited from extensive specialized training received 
through the United States Department of Justice (DOJ), the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), and the Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA).  
 
JULIE BIEHL 
Julie Biehl is a Clinical Associate Professor of Law and has served as Director of the Children and Family Justice 
Center since 2009. Her work focuses on the representation of indigent youth charged with crimes in juvenile court 
and at post-dispositional hearings, and on policy reform in the areas of juvenile sentencing, the over-incarceration 
of youth, mental health services for children, and the reintegration of children discharged from juvenile 
correctional facilities.  
 
LISA BJERGAARD 
Lisa Bjergaard was named the Director for the Division of Juvenile Services (DJS) in North Dakota in 2006. DJS is the 
state's juvenile corrections agency, and is organized under the North Dakota Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation. DJS operates both institutional and community corrections. Lisa joined the North Dakota Division of 
Juvenile Services as a Case Manager in 1989 and in 1993 became the Regional Manager for the eastern half of 
North Dakota.  
 
STEPHANIE BOND 
Stephanie Bond is the Director for the West Virginia Division of Juvenile Services. Stephanie began her career in 
juvenile corrections in 1993 at the West Virginia Industrial Home for Youth as a Correctional Counselor. She quickly 
advanced through the positions of Case Manager, Unit Manager, Assistant Superintendent of Treatment and 
Programs, and was appointed Acting Superintendent in December 2003. In February 2004, Stephanie accepted the 
position of Superintendent of the Davis Center (Kenneth Honey Rubenstein Center). Throughout her professional 
career, Stephanie has been an Adjunct Professor for Fairmont State College and Davis and Elkins College. She is a 
member of the Correctional Peace Officers Foundation (CPOF), the Southern States Correctional Association 
(SSCA), and the West Virginia Association of Correctional Employees (WVACE).  
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RICHARD BONNIE  
Richard Bonnie is the Director of the Institute of Law, Psychiatry, and Public Policy at the University of Virginia. He 
teaches and writes about criminal law, bioethics, and public policies relating to mental health, substance abuse, 
and public health. Richard has been actively involved in public service throughout his career. He has served on 
three MacArthur Foundation research networks: Mental Health and the Law (1988-1996), Mandated Community 
Treatment (2000–2010), and Law and Neuroscience (since 2008). 
 
ARTHUR BOWIE 
Arthur Bowie is currently the Supervising Assistant Public Defender for the Juvenile Division for the Sacramento 
County Public Defender’s Office. In that capacity he is responsible for the day-to-day supervision of attorney staff. 
During his tenure as the Supervising Public Defender for the Juvenile Division of his office, he has litigated 
numerous delinquency cases at the jurisdictional (trial court) level, in the California Courts of Appeal, and the 
California Supreme Court. Arthur’s work in the area of juvenile adjudicative competency led to first published 
appellate opinion recognizing developmental immaturity as a non-statutory, constitutional basis to find a child not 
competent to stand trial and also holding that a child did not have to have a mental disorder or be 
developmentally disabled to be found not competent to stand trial.  
 
SARAH BROWN 
Sarah Brown is a Program Director in the Criminal Justice Program of National Conference of State Legislatures 
(NCSL) in Denver, Colorado. Sarah manages a grant project through the Models for Change initiative. She organizes 
and coordinates the grant programs' plans and priorities, while providing research and assistance to state 
legislatures on these and other criminal justice issues. She has authored NCSL reports on mental health needs of 
juvenile offenders, minority youth, and disproportionate minority contact. She also has researched and prepared 
NCSL guidebooks on juvenile justice laws and other youth issues and currently conducts research to identify and 
report juvenile justice state legislation in an online database.  
 
BRIAN BUMBARGER 
Brian Bumbarger is Assistant Director for Knowledge Translation and Dissemination at Penn State University’s 
Prevention Research Center. He is also an Adjunct Research Fellow at the Key Centre for Ethics, Law, Justice and 
Governance at Griffith University in Queensland, Australia. Brian is Principal Investigator and Founding Director of 
the Evidence-Based Prevention and Intervention Support Center (EPISCenter), an intermediary organization 
supporting the scale-up of over 300 Blueprints program replications and community prevention coalitions 
throughout Pennsylvania. He serves on federal expert panels for the National Institute on Drug Abuse, US 
Department of Education, the Centers for Disease Control, and the Administration for Children and Families. 
 
SOLEIL CAMPBELL 
Soleil Campbell began her career with the State of Michigan Department of Human Services in 2000. She started as 
a foster care worker and Juvenile Justice Specialist before becoming part of central administration. In her current 
role as the Juvenile Programs and Technical Assistance Manager, she develops policy and programs with special 
focus on diversion, alternatives to detention and jail, crossover youth and reentry services. Earlier this year, Soleil 
was appointed by Governor Snyder to serve on the Mental Health Diversion Council to represent the interests of 
juvenile justice.  
 
THE HONORABLE TONI CARTER 
Commissioner Toni Carter currently serves as President of the Minnesota Association of Counties, Co-Chair of 
the Minnesota Human Services Performance Council, Chair of the National Association of Counties Human Services 
and Education Committee, and as the Local Elected Official Representative of the Ramsey County Workforce 
Investment Board. Committed to the delivery of efficient and effective county services, eliminating disparities in 
county services and systems, and raising grassroots awareness of county decision-making processes and systems, 
Commissioner Carter has recently led several system change initiatives including a three year evidence-based 
initiative that has resulted in a reduction in the number of youth detained at the Ramsey County Juvenile 
Detention Center and the development of system and community alternatives to detention for lower risk youth.  
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ELIZABETH “BETSY” CLARKE 
Betsy Clarke is the founder and President of the Juvenile Justice Initiative (JJI), a statewide non-profit advocacy 
organization with a mission to transform the juvenile justice system by reducing reliance on confinement, 
enhancing fairness for all youth, and developing a comprehensive continuum of community-based resources 
throughout the state. Prior to founding the Juvenile Justice Initiative, Betsy served as Juvenile Justice Counsel for 
the Office of the Cook County Public Defender, and represented indigent clients in the Office of the State Appellate 
Defender. Betsy was named a Models for Change Champion for Change awardee in 2008.  
 
THE HONORABLE TERRY CRAVEN 
Judge Terry Craven is the First Justice of the Suffolk County Juvenile Court in Boston, Massachusetts. She presides 
over youthful offender, delinquency, care and protection, child requiring assistance, and mental health cases. 
Judge Craven’s judicial philosophy and interventions are based on her experiences as a teacher in the Boston 
Public Schools during the busing crisis, as a Juvenile Probation Officer and Director of the Herrick Center, a 
program for supervising high risk, repeat juvenile female offenders, and as the architect of the first diversion 
program for female juvenile offenders in Suffolk County.  
 
FRANKLIN CRUZ 
Franklin Cruz is Senior Program Manager at the Justice Management Institute (JMI). In 2013, Franklin assumed 
responsibility for coordinating the Resource Center Partnership, the most recent expansion of the Models for 
Change initiative. His other work includes implementation studies of innovative justice programs, business process 
analysis of adjudication processes, technical support to build evidence-based interventions for drug-involved 
defendants and offenders, and delivery of technical assistance to promote best practices in criminal and juvenile 
justice systems.  
 
CHRISTINA “CHRISTY” DALY  
Christy Daly, Interim Secretary, Florida Department of Juvenile Justice, has dedicated the past 17 years to 
improving the lives of at-risk children. She has played an integral role in the aggressive reform of juvenile justice 
under Florida Governor Rick Scott since 2011. During this administration, delinquency has dropped to the lowest 
level in 30 years through the implementation of the Roadmap to System Excellence. Interim Secretary Daly has 
held leadership positions for the past seven years at the Florida Department of Juvenile Justice as the Deputy 
Secretary, Chief of Staff, Legislative Director, and the External Affairs Director.  
 
TIANA DAVIS 
Tiana Davis is the Policy Director for Equity and Justice at the Center for Children's Law and Policy (CCLP). In this 
capacity, she works with national, state, and local leaders to reduce racial and ethnic disparities in the juvenile 
justice system. Tiana is the primary liaison for the learning community of local jurisdictions that have implemented 
the DMC Action Network Model for reducing racial and ethnic disparities. She collaborates in a host of other 
projects at CCLP and plays a key role in shaping the organization’s efforts to promote a juvenile justice system that 
is fair and that works for all youth, families, and communities.  
 
ASHELY DEGNAN 
Ashley Degnan is a Project Assistant with the National Center for Mental Health and Juvenile Justice (NCMH-JJ), 
where she provides overall assistance for its projects and activities. She assists in coordinating the new Mental 
Health and Juvenile Justice Collaborative for Change Resource Center, trainings for states and communities across 
the country, and a National Institute of Mental Health-funded project to develop research-based suicide 
prevention training for attorneys and community corrections officers.  
 
CATHERINE “KATIE” FEELEY 
Katie Feeley joined Juvenile Law Center in September 2013 as the twelfth Sol and Helen Zubrow Fellow in 
Children's Law. As a Zubrow Fellow, she supports all aspects of Juvenile Law Center's work, including policy 
advocacy for foster youth, outreach on record sharing, and litigation on access to education. Katie represented 
survivors of domestic violence in immigration proceedings through the Bluhm Legal Clinic's Children and Family 
Justice Center.  
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KATHRYN FRAZIER 
Kathryn Frazier, Vice President at M+R Strategic Services, has more than a decade of experience providing clients 
with strategic communications and media relations counsel. At M+R, Kathryn has managed both large-scale 
integrated campaigns and focused earned media efforts. For the past few years Kathryn has also managed the day-
to-day media outreach and product development for the MacArthur Foundation’s national communications work 
on juvenile justice.  
 
LAURIE GARDUQUE  
Laurie Garduque joined the MacArthur Foundation in 1991, after serving as Director of the National Forum on the 
Future of Children and Families, a joint project of the National Research Council and the Institute of Medicine. 
Prior to joining the Foundation, Laurie was the Director of Governmental and Professional Liaison for the American 
Educational Research Association in Washington, DC, spent a year as a Congressional Science Fellow in the U.S. 
Senate, and held a faculty position at Pennsylvania State University as an Assistant Professor in human 
development.  
 
LISA GARRY 
Lisa Garry is the Director of System Reform Projects for the Maryland Department of Juvenile Services (DJS). Prior 
to joining DJS, Lisa served as the DMC Policy Director with the Center for Children’s Law and Policy where she was 
responsible for leading use of effective DMC policy and practice reforms in eight states and 17 counties that 
participated in the Models for Change DMC Action Network. Lisa was named a Models for Change Champion for 
Change awardee in 2012. 
 
MELONY GAUDLIP 
Melony is currently a Career Technology Education Associate assigned to the Pennsylvania Academic and 
Career/Technical Training Alliance (PACTT). She over 20 years of experience working with youth in career 
technology centers and has been responsible for affiliating members throughout the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania.  
 
JACQUELYN GREENE 
Jacquelyn Greene is the Director of Juvenile Justice Policy, New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services and 
a Senior Advisor to the Deputy Secretary for Public Safety. She advises the Deputy Secretary for Public Safety on 
juvenile justice and works to implement the Governor’s juvenile justice agenda. Her work focuses on reducing 
disproportionate minority contact, spearheading efforts to prevent delinquency through school-based programs, 
developing front-end system reforms, and supporting statewide detention and placement reform efforts. 
 
TARA GRIESHOP-GOODWIN 
Tara Grieshop-Goodwin serves as Chief Policy Officer at Kentucky Youth Advocates, where she oversees the 
organization’s work in health, education, economic security, juvenile justice, and safety. She also coordinates the 
work of the Blueprint for Kentucky’s Children, a unified agenda for policy change to improve child well-being in 
Kentucky, and serves on the State Advisory Group’s Subcommittee for Equity and Justice for All Youth (SEJAY). 
 
THOMAS GRISSO 
Thomas Grisso is Professor Emeritus in Psychiatry at the University of Massachusetts Medical School. In addition to 
engaging in research and teaching in the University's Law and Psychiatry Program, he consults to federal and state 
programs on policy and forensic practice in the juvenile justice system. His contributions to juvenile justice policy 
and practice have included his studies of juveniles’ capacities to waive Miranda rights and their competence to 
stand trial, as well as development of a mental health screening tool now used statewide in juvenile detention and 
corrections in over 40 states. Research performed with the MacArthur Foundation’s Research Network on 
Adolescent Development and Juvenile Justice was relied upon by the US Supreme Court in its recent decisions 
against the death penalty and limiting life without parole for crimes committed during adolescence.  
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LAURA GUY 
Laura Guy is currently an Assistant Professor at the Center for Mental Health Services Research within the 
Department of Psychiatry at the University of Massachusetts Medical School. Laura’s work focuses on the 
assessment and management of risk for crime and violence among juveniles and adults. She also conducts 
research on the effectiveness of interventions for reducing risk and preventing reoffending. As part of her 
consultation role to the National Youth Screening Assessment Project, she provides consultation to juvenile justice 
systems that have implemented risk/needs assessment tools. 
 
JOSEPH HARRIS 
Joseph Harris is the newly appointed Director of the Terrebonne Parish Juvenile Detention Center in Houma, 
Louisiana and has been in the juvenile justice field for 21 years. His experiences have been in the areas of Direct 
Care Services, Probation Program Management, Management and Supervision of Physical Plant Operations of 
Dormitory and Single Cell Settings, and Supervision of Community and State Social Services Treatment Programs 
for Juvenile. Within the last nine years, he has had the opportunity to assist both state and city-parish government 
agencies in the successful termination and dismissal of settlement agreements from the United States Department 
of Justice.  
 
TRACEY HARTMANN 
Tracey Hartmann is an experienced Qualitative Researcher and Project Director at Research for Action, where she 
leads and participates in a range of research and evaluation projects. Currently, she oversees studies of multiple 
after-school programs, including an evaluation of 21st Century Community Learning Centers, an evaluation of New 
Profit as it supports the scaling up of seven high-capacity youth development organizations through funding from 
the Social Innovation Fund, and the evaluation of Congreso de Latinos Unidos, a Philadelphia dropout prevention 
initiative.  
 
JESSICA HELDMAN 
Jessica Heldman is the Associate Executive Director of the Robert F. Kennedy National Resource Center for Juvenile 
Justice. Since 2004, Jessica has led work in systems integration at Children’s Rights in New York City, Child Welfare 
League of America, the Robert F. Kennedy Children’s Action Corps, and Georgetown University’s Center for 
Juvenile Justice Reform. In this capacity, Jessica has assisted numerous state and local jurisdictions in juvenile 
justice and child welfare reform efforts, including legal analysis, practice development, and culture change.  
 
THE HONORABLE BARBARA HOFFMAN 
Former State Senator Barbara Hoffman is a widely recognized expert in state budget allocations, legislative issues, 
and education policy. She was elected to the Maryland State Senate four times, serving nearly twenty years as 
State Senator representing Baltimore City and Baltimore County. During her legislative career, Sen. Hoffman was 
appointed to a broad range of offices and Commissions including a term as Vice-Chair of the Education 
Commission of the States. At the Artemis Group, Sen. Hoffman has successfully represented a broad spectrum of 
clients in the corporate and non-profit sectors in the areas of budget allocations, transportation, juvenile justice, 
health care, housing, and education.  
 
LISA JACOBS 
Lisa Jacobs is the Illinois Program Manager for the Models for Change Initiative, which is managed at Loyola 
University Chicago’s School of Law. Prior to joining Models for Change, Lisa was the Director of Judicial Education 
for the Illinois Supreme Court, implementing judicial education policy and programs on a wide variety of legal 
topics ranging from death penalty matters to complex civil litigation. She has also served as the state’s Juvenile 
Justice Specialist, with the Illinois Department of Human Services, and in executive positions with the Circuit Court 
of Cook County, Office of the Chief Judge.  
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CHIEF TONY JONES  
Chief Tony Jones, Gainesville Police Department, Florida, is the Co-Founder of Reichert House Youth Academy, 
which serves at-risk youth from ages 12 to 18. The program is a comprehensive, holistic approach to providing 
educational opportunities, life skills, vocational training, and structured support services which are all designed to 
transform these at-risk youth into future contributors to our community. 
 
KARLI KEATOR 
Karli Keator is Division Director for Juvenile Justice at Policy Research Associates (PRA) where she is responsible for 
projects related to juvenile justice and behavioral health, including operation of the National Center for Mental 
Health and Juvenile Justice (NCMH-JJ).Karli has worked for PRA since 2006, participating in research and evaluation 
activities, and a variety of training and technical assistance initiatives. She is the project lead for the MacArthur 
Foundation’s partnerships with the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) and the 
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP). 
 
BILL KELLER 
Bill Keller is Editor-in-Chief of the Marshall Project. Bill worked for The New York Times from 1984 to 2014 as a 
Correspondent, Editor, and Op-ed Columnist. As a Correspondent, he covered a variety of topics including the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, winning a Pulitzer Prize, and the end of white rule in South Africa. From July 2003 
until September 2011, he served as the Executive Editor of The Times. 
 
ALEX KOTLOWITZ 
Alex Kotlowitz is the author of the national bestseller There Are No Children Here, which the New York Public 
Library selected as one of the 150 most important books of the twentieth century. It received the Helen Bernstein 
Award, the Carl Sandburg Award, and a Christopher Award, and was adapted as a television movie produced by 
and starring Oprah Winfrey. A former staff writer at The Wall Street Journal, he has long been a regular contributor 
to The New York Times Magazine and public radio’s This American Life. Alex was also a MacArthur Foundation 
Distinguished Visitor. 
 
SARA KRUZAN 
Sara Kruzan is a victim and survivor of human trafficking. In 1995, at the age of 17, she was convicted of the first-
degree murder of her pimp and sentenced to life imprisonment without parole. As a result of her status as a 
convicted juvenile sentenced to life without parole, Sara has received national attention from individuals and 
judicial reform groups advocating for a new trial. On January 2, 2011, as a result of the media attention, she was 
granted clemency by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, who commuted her sentence to 25 years with the 
possibility of parole. Then in January 2013, her sentence was reduced to second-degree manslaughter and 15 + 4 
years, effectively time served, making her eligible for a parole hearing. On October 31, 2013, she was paroled from 
Central California Women’s Facility in Chowchilla after serving 19 years.  
 
JODY KENT LAVY 
Jody Kent Lavy is Director and National Coordinator at the Campaign for the Fair Sentencing of Youth (CFSY), a 
national coalition and clearinghouse that coordinates, develops, and supports efforts to replace the practice of 
sentencing children to life without parole with fair and age-appropriate accountability measures. Under her 
leadership, the CFSY has grown to provide strategic guidance on communications, litigation, and advocacy to 
attorneys, advocates, directly impacted individuals, and others working at the state and federal levels.  
 
CHRISTINE LEONARD 
Christine Leonard joined the Vera Institute of Justice as the Director of the Washington, DC Office in July 2011. 
Prior to joining Vera, she was the Associate Director of Legislative Affairs for the White House Office of National 
Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) for the Obama administration. In that capacity, Christine developed and implemented 
strategies to advance key legislative priorities with relevant congressional committees. She also led and oversaw all 
communications with members of Congress, as well as hearing participation and confirmation of agency nominees.  
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MARSHA LEVICK 
Marsha Levick is the Deputy Director and Chief Counsel at Juvenile Law Center (JLC), which she co-founded in 
1975. Throughout her legal career, she has been an advocate for children’s and women's rights and is a nationally 
recognized expert in juvenile law. Marsha spearheaded JLC’s litigation that arose out of the Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania juvenile court judges’ corruption scandal, known as the “kids for cash” scandal. JLC has successfully 
sought the expungement and vacatur of thousands of juveniles’ cases before the Pennsylvania Supreme Court and 
is pursuing civil damages for the children and their families in a federal civil rights class action. 
 
ROBERT “BOB” LISTENBEE 
Robert Listenbee assumed the role of Administrator of the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention 
(OJJDP) in 2013. Prior to joining OJJDP, Administrator Listenbee spent 27 years at the Defender Association of 
Philadelphia, 16 of which he served as the Chief of the Juvenile Unit. In 2011, he was appointed to the Federal 
Advisory Committee on Juvenile Justice, which advises the President, Congress, and the OJJDP Administrator on 
juvenile justice policy. As Co-Chair of the Attorney General’s National Task Force on Children Exposed to Violence, 
he was instrumental in the development of Defending Childhood, recommendations for a national response to 
address children’s exposure to violence. Administrator Listenbee was named a Models for Change Champion for 
Change awardee in 2011.  
 
CAROLYN LUKENSMEYER 
Carolyn Lukensmeyer is the Executive Director at the National Institute for Civil Discourse. She previously served as 
Founder and President of AmericaSpeaks, an award-winning nonprofit organization based in Washington, DC that 
promotes nonpartisan initiatives to engage citizens and leaders through the development of innovative public 
policy tools and strategies. During her tenure, AmericaSpeaks engaged over 165,000 people and hosted events 
across all 50 states and throughout the world.  
 
THE HONORABLE JERRY MADDEN 
Former Texas House Committee on Corrections Chairman Jerry Madden is a Senior Fellow at the Right on Crime 
campaign. After being elected to the Texas Legislature in November of 1992, he served ten terms. While there, 
Rep. Madden was Chairman of the House Committee on Corrections from 2005-2009 and again from 2011-2012. 
Rep. Madden is best known, along with Senator John Whitmire, as the driving force behind the successful and 
much-copied 2007 Texas criminal justice reforms. 
 
ROB MASON 
Rob Mason is the Director of the Juvenile Division for the Public Defenders Office in the Fourth Judicial Circuit and 
has served as an Assistant Public Defender since 1990. As Chair of the Florida Juvenile Rules Committee, he helped 
implement a court rule mandating that juveniles have a right to confer with counsel before making a decision 
whether to waive counsel. He has also successfully argued twice before the Florida Supreme Court for the 
adoption of a court rule prohibiting indiscriminate shackling of juveniles for court appearances and a court rule 
mandating a court pronouncement to children as to possible immigration consequences before the court can 
accept a plea. Rob was named a Models for Change Champion for Change awardee in 2010. 
  
SOLEDAD McGRATH 
Soledad McGrath is a Program Officer in the Justice Reform area of US Programs. She joined MacArthur after 
serving as Associate Director/Chief Counsel at the American Bar Association’s Justice Center where she worked on 
issues affecting the judiciary. Prior to joining the ABA, Soledad served as the Post-Graduate ChildLaw Policy Fellow 
at Loyola University School of Law’s Civitas ChildLaw Center where she focused on teaching and policy 
development in the areas of child welfare, juvenile justice, and family law.  
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XAVIER McELRATH-BEY 
Xavier McElrath-Bey is a Youth Justice Advocate with the Campaign for the Fair Sentencing of Youth (CFSY). When 
Xavier was 13 years old he was arrested, charged, and later convicted to serve a 25 year sentence in prison for his 
involvement in a gang related first degree murder. After 13 years in prison, he was released in 2002. Despite the 
circumstances, he came out with a bachelor degree from Roosevelt University and a mission to advocate for poor, 
disadvantaged, and at-risk youth. For the past 12 years he has worked in various positions that were designed to 
help keep children out of the criminal justice system.  
 
INSIYAH MOHAMMAD 
Insiyah Mohammad joined the Vera Institute of Justice as the Coordinator for the Center on Youth Justice in 2012. 
She has been heavily involved in writing, designing, and editing for Vera’s Status Offense Reform Center (SORC), an 
online repository for policymakers and practitioners interested in creating community based responses to status 
offense behaviors, like truancy. Insiyah monitors SORC's web analytics and optimizes traffic to desired areas of the 
website. Insiyah also plans and coordinates the center’s major off-site, on-site, and multi-jurisdictional meetings, 
as well as its well-attended webinars.  
 
TRACY MULLINS 
Tracy Mullins is the Deputy Director for the American Probation and Parole Association (APPA) in Lexington, 
Kentucky. In the course of her twenty years of service with APPA, she has worked on a variety of federally funded 
projects focusing on leadership, juvenile justice, victim services, tribal justice, and offender issues. Her 
responsibilities on these projects include researching justice issues, writing curricula and other publications, and 
delivering training and technical assistance. 
 
MARIE OSBORNE 
Marie Osborne is Chief Assistant Public Defender of the Juvenile Division in the Miami-Dade Public Defender’s 
Office in Florida. She was influential in the development of the Juvenile Sentencing Advocacy Program which was 
designed to improve advocacy for juveniles charged as adults.  
 
MICHAEL PENNINGTON 
Michael Pennington has 20 years of experience in the juvenile justice and delinquency prevention field and was 
most recently appointed as the Director of the Bureau of Juvenile Justice Services within the Department of Public 
Welfare’s Office of Children, Youth, and Families in Pennsylvania. In this role, he is responsible for planning, 
organizing, directing, and coordinating statewide services for adjudicated youth. Michael worked as an agency lead 
partner for the Models for Change initiative focusing on developing long-term reform models in critical areas of 
juvenile justice for replication in Pennsylvania and other states.  
 
NADINE PEQUENEZA 
Nadine Pequeneza began her career as a broadcast journalist working with Canada’s flagship news and current 
affairs programs. For the past fifteen years, she has been creating award-winning documentaries for Canadian and 
international audiences. Experienced in observational, biographical, and dramatized documentaries, Nadine strives 
to tell character-driven stories that captivate, entertain and educate. Her current documentary, 15 to Life: 
Kenneth’s Story, follows the story of a 15 year old boy who is sentenced to life without parole.  
 
STEPHEN PHILLIPPI  
Stephen Phillippi is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and Clinically Certified Forensic Counselor with a twenty-year 
history of developing, managing, evaluating, and providing direct care services. He is a founding team member of 
the Institute for Public Health and Justice, working to bring evidence-based practices to local communities as part 
of the Louisiana Models for Change initiative. Stephen is also the Chair of the Louisiana Mental Health and Juvenile 
Justice Action Network, which addresses mental health and behavioral health issues that impact a large proportion 
of the youth involved with the juvenile justice system.  
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LISA PILNIK  
Lisa Pilnik is the Deputy Executive Director of the Coalition for Juvenile Justice (CJJ), where she works on status 
offense policy reform and other juvenile justice issues. She was one of the lead drafters of CJJ's National Standards 
for the Care of Youth Charged with Status Offenses. Prior to joining CJJ, Lisa was the Director and Co-Founder of 
Child & Family Policy Associates, a small consulting firm working on juvenile justice, child and adolescent health, 
and child welfare issues. Previously, she worked for the American Bar Association Center on Children and the Law 
and Arent Fox LLP.  
 
LARA QUINT 
Lara Quint serves as Legislative Counsel for US Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI). She has worked on legislative 
reform in a number of areas, including juvenile justice. Prior to working on the Hill, Lara was an Assistant Federal 
Public Defender in Washington, DC.  
 
KATE RHUDY 
Kate Rhudy is Project Manager for the International Association of Chiefs of Police’s (IACP) project on advancing 
law enforcement’s leadership role in juvenile justice. Before joining the IACP, Kate worked on juvenile justice law 
and policy for the Maryland Judiciary and served as legislative counsel to Maryland Senator Jamie Raskin, advising 
him on criminal and juvenile justice and other matters before the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee.  
 
THEDA ROBERTS 
Theda Roberts serves as the Statewide Civil Citation Coordinator for the Florida Department of Juvenile Justice 
where she works to encourage and assist communities statewide to implement or improve civil citations. Her work 
helped build consensus and program integrity at the local level, contributed to the availability of civil citations for 
youth in 58 of Florida’s 67 counties, and promoted operational fidelity. Prior to moving into this position, Theda 
coordinated special projects for the Secretary of the Florida Department of Juvenile Justice.  
 
LOURDES ROSADO 
Lourdes Rosado is the Associate Director of Juvenile Law Center (JLC), where she employs a diverse set of 
strategies to advocate on behalf of children in the foster care and juvenile justice systems. With her colleagues, 
Lourdes pursues civil litigation on behalf of institutionalized children, writes appellate court and amicus briefs on 
key legal issues affecting children involved in public systems, works on legislative and regulatory reform, and trains 
lawyers and other child-serving professionals on the law. 
 
RUTH ROVEZZI 
Ruth Rovezzi is the Deputy Commissioner of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Youth Services 
(DYS). She has worked for DYS for 33 years in a number of other roles: Caseworker, Casework Supervisor, Director 
of Community Services, Director of Operations and Regional Director. As the Deputy Commissioner, Ruth is 
responsible for all services provided to young people and their families, which includes the DYS residential and 
secure continuum, community supervision, educational services, clinical services, health services, and agency 
strategic planning.  
 
LIANE ROZZELL 
Liane Rozzell has been part of the family-led movement to transform justice systems for youth since 2007. She 
currently serves as a Family Engagement Coordinator for the DC Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services 
(DYRS). Liane founded Families & Allies of Virginia’s Youth and served as its Executive Director from 2007-2012. 
Families & Allies provided support to families of youth in the justice system and organized them as advocates for 
system transformation.  
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ELIZABETH SCOTT 
Elizabeth Scott is the Harold R. Medina Professor of Law, Columbia Law School.  Elizabeth teaches family law, 
property, criminal law, and children and the law. She has written extensively on marriage, divorce, cohabitation, 
child custody, adolescent decision-making, and juvenile delinquency. Her research is interdisciplinary, applying 
behavioral economics, social science research, and developmental theory to family/juvenile law and policy issues.  
She was the founder and co-director of the University of Virginia's interdisciplinary Center for Children, Families 
and the Law.   
 
ROBERT “BOB” SCHWARTZ 
Bob Schwartz co-founded Juvenile Law Center (JLC) in 1975 and has been its Executive Director since 1982. At JLC, 
he has represented dependent and delinquent children in Pennsylvania juvenile and appellate courts, brought 
class-action litigation over institutional conditions and probation functions, testified in Congress before House and 
Senate committees, and spoken in over 30 states on matters related to children and the law. Bob chaired the 
American Bar Association's Commission on Youth at Risk from 2011-2013 and was a gubernatorial appointee to the 
Commission's Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Committee, which is the State Advisory Group for 
Pennsylvania, from 1991 to 2012. 
 
MARC SCHINDLER 
Marc Schindler is Executive Director of the Justice Policy Institute (JPI), a national non-profit research and policy 
organization dedicated to reducing the use of incarceration in the juvenile and criminal justice systems. Prior to 
joining JPI in 2013, Marc was a partner with Venture Philanthropy Partners (VPP) where he led VPP’s Social 
Innovation Fund youthCONNECT initiative, a philanthropic effort aligning public-private capital, evaluation, and 
high performing nonprofit organizations to improve the education, employment, and health outcomes of 
disconnected youth in the National Capital Region.  
 
NADIA SEERATAN 
Nadia Seeratan is the Senior Staff Attorney & Policy Advocate with the National Juvenile Defender Center (NJDC). 
She works to build the capacity of the juvenile defense bar through national, state, and local advocacy. Nadia 
provides training and technical assistance to juvenile justice system professionals, conducts appellate advocacy, is 
involved in assessment of state juvenile justice systems, and participates in various other aspects of juvenile 
indigent defense advocacy and reform efforts.  
 
ELIZABETH SEIGLE 
Elizabeth Seigle is a Policy Analyst at the Council of State Governments (CSG) Justice Center, which operates the 
National Reentry Resource Center (NRRC). As a part of her work with the NRRC, she provides technical assistance 
to local and state juvenile justice agencies implementing Second Chance Act projects. Elizabeth also supports the 
work of the CSG Justice Center’s Juvenile Justice Program.  
 
RIYA SAHA SHAH 
Riya Saha Shah joined Juvenile Law Center (JLC) in September 2005 as the fourth Sol and Helen Zubrow Fellow in 
Children’s Law. While at JLC, Riya has represented youth in dependency court, written amicus briefs, and 
conducted trainings for child-serving professionals and youth. Riya also leads JLC’s efforts on juvenile record 
expungement and has written extensively on record expungement. Riya also works with others in the office 
employing legislative and litigation strategies to combat the criminalization of consensual teen technology use and 
works with Pennsylvania legislators to implement juvenile justice systems reform.  
 
DAVID SHAPIRO 
David Shapiro is Campaign Manager for the Campaign Against Indiscriminate Juvenile Shackling. He was the Gault 
Fellow at the National Juvenile Defender Center from 2012 to 2014. David earned his JD from Brooklyn Law School 
in June 2012, where he received five public interest fellowships for his work on juvenile justice issues and co-
chaired the Suspension Representation Project.  
 
  



Fairmont Washington, Washington, DC  December 15th and 16th, 2014  - 11 - 

CLAIRE SHUBIK-RICHARDS 
Claire Shubik-Richards is the Director of Policy and Research for the National Campaign to Reform State Juvenile 
Justice Systems. In this role, she coordinates and supports advocates around the country working to pass fair, 
effective, and humane juvenile justice laws. An attorney with extensive policy background, Claire has experience in 
state and local government, research organizations, and the courts. Claire’s legal scholarship has been cited in 
congressional debate on the reauthorization of the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA).  
 
MELISSA SICKMUND 
Melissa Sickmund joined National Center for Juvenile Justice in 1986 and has served as Executive Director since 
2012. Melissa leads NCJJ’s work on several national data collection efforts, the National Juvenile Court Data 
Archive, the Census of Juveniles in Residential Placement, the Juvenile Residential Facility Census, the National 
Juvenile Probation Census project, and the Survey of Juveniles Charged as Adults in Criminal Court. She is best 
known for the Juvenile Offenders and Victims publication series, a product of the National Juvenile Justice Data 
Analysis Program, work she has been involved with for more than 20 years.  
 
KATHLEEN “KATHY” SKOWYRA 
Kathy Skowyra is the Associate Director of the National Center for Mental Health and Juvenile Justice (NCMH-JJ) at 
Policy Research Associates (PRA). She oversees the implementation of all juvenile projects and training initiatives, 
including operation of a national technical assistance and training center on mental health and juvenile justice. 
Kathy coordinated the work of the Models for Change Mental Health Juvenile Justice Action Network, has helped 
direct major research projects for the federal Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) and the 
Substance Abuse Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), and served as lead author for the Blueprint for 
Change: A Comprehensive Model for the Identification and Treatment of Youth with Mental Health Needs in 
Contact with the Juvenile Justice System. 
 
MARK SOLER 
Mark Soler is the Executive Director of the Center for Children’s Law and Policy (CCLP), a public interest law and 
policy organization. He has spent more than 30 years working on juvenile justice reform throughout the country, 
first at the Youth Law Center and since 2006 at CCLP. While at the Youth Law Center, he worked on civil rights class 
action litigation over conditions of juvenile confinement in more than a dozen states. Mark also directed Building 
Blocks for Youth, a multi-strategy initiative to reduce racial disparities affecting youth of color in the justice system, 
and oversaw efforts to reduce racial and ethnic disparities MacArthur’s Models for Change DMC Action Network.  
 
JI SEON SONG 
Ji Seon Song is a Deputy Public Defender in Contra Costa County, California, where she has litigated numerous jury 
and bench trials in her representation of adult and youth clients. She is currently the training attorney for the 
juvenile unit and created its new Community Lawyering Youth Project. Prior to the Public Defender's Office, Ji Seon 
worked as a Senior Policy Advocate for the National Juvenile Defender Center (NJDC) in Washington, DC. Since 
returning to California, she has continued her work on national and state-specific juvenile justice work and has 
conducted trial skills trainings for attorneys throughout the country.  
 
JULIA STASCH  
Julia Stasch is the Interim President of the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. Formerly, as Vice 
President of US Programs, she was responsible for US grantmaking. Prior to joining the Foundation, she worked for 
the City of Chicago, first as Commissioner of the city's Department of Housing and then as Chief of Staff to Mayor 
Richard M. Daley. As Commissioner she led a process resulting in the city's commitment to a $1.3 billion five-year 
plan for affordable housing. As Chief of Staff, one of her significant accomplishments was the design and 
negotiation of the $1.5 billion plan for transformation of public housing in Chicago. Julia was the founding 
President of the Board of the Women's Issues Network, and previously served on the Board of Directors of the 
Women's Business Development Center.  
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RICHARD STEELE 
Richard Steele currently serves as the Deputy Director of Pennsylvania’s Juvenile Court Judges’ Commission (JCJC). 
He previously served as a Chief Juvenile Probation Officer and as an Administrator in a residential treatment 
facility. Richard has been involved with issues and activities related to juvenile justice at the local, state, and 
national level for many years. He currently is the coordinator of Pennsylvania’s Juvenile Justice System 
Enhancement Strategy Leadership Team (JJSES) and Co-Chair of the committee responsible for strategies to 
implement the use of risk assessment instruments and case plans statewide. 
 
LAURENCE STEINBERG 
Laurence Steinberg is the Distinguished University Professor and Laura H. Carnell Professor of Psychology at 
Temple University. He is a former Director of the MacArthur Foundation Research Network on Adolescent 
Development and Juvenile Justice and a member of the MacArthur Foundation’s Research Network on Law and 
Neuroscience. Laurence’s research has focused on a range of topics in the study of contemporary adolescence 
including adolescent brain development, risk-taking and decision-making, parent-adolescent relationships, school-
year employment, high school reform, and juvenile justice.  
 
ALTHA STEWART 
Altha Stewart is Executive Director of Just Care Family Network, Shelby County, Tennessee’s System of Care 
program working with the child welfare and juvenile justice systems to support children at risk of out-of-home 
placement. In addition, she is Director of Systems of Care for the Shelby County Public Defender, assisting in the 
development of a holistic juvenile defender unit. Altha is a past president of the American Psychiatric Foundation, 
the Association of Women Psychiatrists, and the Black Psychiatrists of America. 
 
SARAH STILLMAN 
Sarah Stillman is a staff writer at The New Yorker and a visiting scholar at the NYU Arthur L. Carter Journalism 
Institute. She has written on topics ranging from civil forfeiture to amateur drone builders and from Mexico’s drug 
cartels to Bangladesh’s garment-factory workers. Her reporting on the high-risk use of young people as 
confidential informants in the war on drugs received a George Polk Award and the Molly National Journalism Prize. 
Before joining The New Yorker, Sarah wrote about America’s wars overseas and the challenges facing soldiers at 
home for the Washington Post, The Nation, newrepublic.com, Slate, and TheAtlantic.com.  
 
CAROLYN STUBLER 
Carolyn Stubler is the Basic Education Advisor for the Pennsylvania Academic & Career/Technical Training (PACTT) 
Alliance. Her professional work experience is directly suited to the project, having been employed as a School to 
Work Coordinator, High School Guidance Counselor, Psychological Services Associate in the adult prison system, 
and Adjunct Faculty Member at Pennsylvania State University in their Counseling Education Department. 
 
JASON SZANYI 
Jason Szanyi is a Staff Attorney at the Center for Children’s Law and Policy (CCLP) where he promotes policies and 
practices that reduce racial and ethnic disparities in the juvenile justice system and advocates for safer and more 
humane conditions for youth in juvenile facilities. Jason joined CCLP in 2009 upon receiving a Skadden Fellowship, 
where he worked at CCLP and at the District of Columbia Public Defender Service’s Juvenile Services Program, 
representing detained and incarcerated youth in a variety of legal proceedings and engaging in policy advocacy for 
children in the juvenile justice system.  
 
THE HONORABLE KAREN THOMAS 
Judge Karen Thomas has been a Kentucky District Court Judge for the Second Division of the Seventeenth Judicial 
District since 1996. She presently serves as Chief Regional District Judge for the Northern Region of Kentucky. Since 
1997 she has served as the Northern Kentucky Teen Court Judge and was appointed to serve as Special Circuit 
Judge in Campbell County for the purpose of presiding over the felony Drug Court Program in 2004. In 2006, Judge 
Thomas was appointed to the National Task Force for Youth Courts as a member of the National Advisory Board.  
 
  



Fairmont Washington, Washington, DC  December 15th and 16th, 2014  - 13 - 

THE HONORABLE GEORGE TIMBERLAKE  
Chief Circuit Judge George Timberlake, Ret., is a member of the Illinois Models for Change Coordinating Council, 
Chair of the Illinois Juvenile Justice Commission, and board member of the Illinois Juvenile Justice Initiative. He is 
also an alternate member of the Federal Advisory Committee on Juvenile Justice and an active member of the 
Illinois juvenile Justice Leadership Council and the Redeploy Illinois Oversight Board. Judge Timberlake was a trial 
court judge for 23 years before his 2006 retirement. 
 
JOHN TUELL 
John Tuell currently serves as the Executive Director for the Robert F. Kennedy National Resource Center for 
Juvenile Justice at the Robert F. Kennedy Children’s Action Corps (RFK). Prior to this appointment, he served as the 
Co-Director of the Models for Change: Systems Reform in Juvenile Justice Initiative at RFK. Since 2009, he has also 
served as President of Tuell & Associates Consultation, LLC, which provides expert consultation and technical 
assistance in juvenile justice, child welfare, and multi-system reform and quality improvement.  
 
ROBERT VICKERY 
Robert Vickery is the Executive Director of the Illinois Juvenile Justice Commission. In this capacity, he manages 
and oversees the Commission’s grantmaking, research, analysis, and system monitoring. He began his career as a 
detention officer, supervised high risk probationers, and finally served as the Department's Program Manager. 
Among other projects, Rob oversaw local Models for Change work to improve system responses to “juvenile sex 
offenders” and dually-involved youth. 
 
ANDREW WACHTER 
Andrew Wachter is a Research Associate at the National Center for Juvenile Justice (NCJJ). Andrew has been a part 
of NCJJ’s Models for Change work for the past four years, working in various capacities. Most recently, Andrew has 
been an integral part of surveying states on juvenile justice reform practices and policies to feed NCJJ’s 
www.jjgps.org website and authoring the Statewide Risk Assessment in Juvenile Probation publication. 
 
SARAH CUSWORTH WALKER 
Sarah Cusworth Walker is a Research Assistant Professor at the University of Washington Department of 
Psychiatry. Sarah’s research, policy, and program activities focus on juvenile justice systems reform within three 
primary areas: 1) treatment responsively for gender and cultural diversity; 2) the impact of family-informed 
policies on justice-level outcomes; and, 3) mental health treatment and diversion programs. Her research and 
program activities focus on the impact of youth incarceration on skills acquisition and community outcomes, 
community-based violence prevention initiatives, the implementation and effects of treatment adaptation 
protocols, and policies related to mental health diversion. Sarah was named a Models for Change Champion for 
Change awardee in 2013. 
 
JOSH WEBER 
Josh Weber directs the Juvenile Justice Program with the Council of State Governments (CSG) Justice Center, which 
operates the National Reentry Resource Center (NRRC). Previously, Josh spent 10 years focused on reforming and 
building the capacity of programs and systems that serve vulnerable youth in the juvenile justice, youth 
development, workforce development, and child welfare systems.  
 
MARIE WILLIAMS 
Marie Williams is Executive Director at the Coalition for Juvenile Justice (CJJ) where she is responsible for 
developing, managing, and implementing nationwide initiatives in juvenile justice leadership and reform with CJJ’s 
state members and partners. Marie plays a key role in the execution of CJJ’s strategy to support robust 
appropriations for juvenile justice and helped develop outcomes-based profiles of states’ uses of JJDPA funding 
streams.  
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LEONARD WITT 
Leonard Witt holds the Robert D. Fowler Distinguished Chair in Communication at Kennesaw State University and 
was named an Eminent Scholar by the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia in May 2008. He is the 
founder of the Center for Sustainable Journalism at Kennesaw State University, with the mission to discover new 
and innovative ways to produce financially sustainable, high quality, and ethically sound journalism. Before 
entering academia, Leonard was a journalist for more than 25 years; he blogs at PJNet.org. 
 
ERIC ZOGRY 
Eric Zogry is the Juvenile Defender in the North Carolina Office of the Juvenile Defender. He is also the Director of 
the Southern Juvenile Defender Center. Eric helped create the North Carolina Bar Criminal Law-Juvenile 
Delinquency Specialty. He is in the first class to receive the certification. 


